Dear Editor,

We wish to respond to the comments made by our local Labour TD Michael McCarthy with regard to the proposed cost review of the Army Equitation School at McKee Barracks.
Is it a case of being ‘penny wise but pound foolish’?
The West Cork Horse Breeders Co-op was set up to promote excellence in breeding the Irish Sport Horse. We are currently made up of almost 150 Horse breeders based in an area from Castletownbere to Cork City to Millstreet. 
Such comments made by our local TD Mr McCarthy are disingenuous. This is a direct attack on the horse breeders in rural communities who are already struggling in the current economic climate.
The Army Equitation School since its foundation has not strayed from its original purpose to advertise the State and to promote the Irish horse, which in the long run would be to the benefit of farmer breeders nationwide. This is still so relevant today.

Under the guidance of Corkman Comdt Tom Freyne, the Army Equitation School has been to the forefront in helping to promote Irish Bred Horses. Their direct involvement at local level has been invaluable to our association. From judging our performance shows always giving freely of their time to advise & educate west cork breeders, to competing on West Cork bred horses.

By producing & competing at top level on the World wide stage the Army Equitation School has been to the forefront in promoting Ireland abroad. As recently as last weekend in Italy Captain Geoff Curran riding The Jump Jet finished a credible 4th of 87 starters. This puts Ireland in a very strong position to qualify for the 2012 London Olympics. 
The powerful image an Irish solider in uniform performing on an Irish bred horse is a marvelous boost at a time when our country needs it most.
In the recent Professor McCarthy report it stated that Mckee Army Barracks costs a mere €1 million to run annually.The Irish sport horse sector is currently worth €400m to the economy. If Senator is looking for waste and largesse he should turn his attention elsewhere.
Yours Faithfully,
Kieran O’Gorman

West Cork Horse Breeders.
